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Published:  Wednesday, May 13, 1992
April 18: President George Bush announced plans to order restrictions on entry to US ports for
ships that trade with Cuba. The ships would be barred from US ports unless they obtain special
licenses from the Treasury Department. Bush also called on the Cuban government to permit direct
flights of humanitarian aid to Cuba from friends and relatives of Cubans living in the US. The
president said he would order the Treasury Department to issue licenses permitting direct flights
of package mail between Miami and Havana. (See LADB's Chronicle of Latin American Economic
Affairs 04/21/92, 04/30/92, 05/05/92 for coverage of measures to strengthen embargo.) April 21:
In Cuba, Radio Rebelde broadcast an editorial describing President Bush's moves to tighten the
trade embargo as an "election ploy." Cuban deputy foreign minister Raul Roa asserted that his
government would not cooperate with any special UN human rights investigator because such
appointment represents "discriminatory treament, the result of a political vendetta by the United
States." Roa said, "Cuba did not accept the special investigator from the beginning and refused to
cooperate with him. It will do the same with anyone else who is designated." The deputy minister
was referring to the recent resignation of Rafael Rivas Posada, who was appointed special human
rights investigator to Cuba by the UN Human Rights Commission in Geneva last year. April 22: The
US State Department issued a communique calling for the release of three human rights activists
in police custody. According to the statement, the following individuals were arrested in Cuba on
April 19: Omar del Pozo, president of the Civic Union; Omar Lopez Montenegro, president of the
Freedom of the Arts Association; and Carmen Arias, president of the Association of Defenders of
Freedom and Independence. April 23: In a communique, the Cuban Foreign Ministry described
President Bush's move to strengthen the embargo as "illegal." According to the ministry, "Bush
proclaimed his intention to violate the recognized principle of freedom of the seas without the
least ethical much less diplomatic scruple." April 24: In a televised message to the Association of
Hispanic Journalists convention in Albuquerque, New Mexico, President Bush reiterated his belief
that he would "soon" become the first US president to "walk the soil of a free Cuba," following the
"inevitable fall" of President Fidel Castro. April 25: The Cuban Communist Party's daily newspaper
Granma called Bush "the pirate of Kennebunkport," and said he was trying to force the collapse of
Cuban communism before the November presidential election. Granma pointed to the "flagrant
double standard" of the Bush administration's free trade initiative: "On the one hand he makes
professions of faith in free trade with [Mexico, Canada and other nations], he decrees strangulation
measures against a rebellious Cuba." April 27: In a speech at the Florida International University
in Miami, Bush said he was "obsessed" with Cuba and "absolutely convinced that the day will
come when Cuba will be democratic." April 28: The Cuban government requested that the UN
Security Council condemn the bombing of a Cubana Airlines plane in 1976 by two Cuban exiles.
Seventy-three people died in the explosion and subsequent crash. Cuban officials compared the
incident to the 1988 bombing of a US plane over Scotland and a similar attack on a French plane
in 1989. According to a document submitted to the Security Council, the two suspects in the 1976
bombing Orlando Bosch and Luis Posada Carriles are currently receiving protection by the US
government. Both men were prosecuted by Venezuelan authorities with the permission of the
Cuban government. Bosch was acquitted after 11 years in a Venezuelan prison on the ground of
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insufficient evidence. Since February 1988, after deportation to the US, Bosch has been living in
Miami under house arrest for a bazooka attack on a Polish freighter in Miami. Posada was convicted
and received a prison sentence. He escaped from a Venezuelan penitentiary in 1985, and his
whereabouts are unknown. Two Venezuelans who participated in the 1976 bombing were sentenced
to 20 years in prison. (For background on Bosch and Posada Carriles, see LADB's Chronicle of Latin
American Economic Affairs 07/04/89, and Central America Update 10/17/86, 11/05/86, 11/07/86,
11/12/86.) In Havana, the US government's strengthening of the economic embargo was criticized
by the dissident "Third Option" organization. According to Third Option, "The immediate and
unconditional lifting of the embargo against Cuba would be the best contribution the North
American government could and should make towards a rapid political opening on the island
in favor of peaceful and democratic solutions." Third Option describes itself as an "independent
opinion movement" with a social democratic orientation. May 1: In a communique, the US State
Department called on the Cuban government to release three political prisoners: Yndamiro Restano,
leader of the Harmony Movement (MAR); Maria Elena Aparicio, and Sebastian Arcos, vice president
of the Cuban Human Rights and National Reconciliation Commission. The three face charges of
"rebellion," and could receive long prison sentences if their cases go to trial. Cuban deputy foreign
minister Ramon Sanchez Parodi accused the US of continuing to promote terrorist activities against
Cuba. Sanchez Parodi said the lack of response to Cuba's demands for an end to such activities
through diplomatic channels forced the government to resort to the UN Security Council. May
4: Results of a survey by the US Spanish-language TV network Univision indicated that 16% of
Cuban exiles in Miami expect Castro's government to last at least five more years, compared to
12% in 1990. Univision's sample group was comprised of over 400 individuals, stratified by age
and socio-economic status. The same poll was conducted in February 1990, and in April 1992. In
1990, 44% of respondents believed Castro would fall within a year and 41% within one to five years,
compared to 37% and 33% in April this year, respectively. Only 8% of respondents believe a future
president of Cuba should come from within the exile community. Of the latter, 44% expressed
support for Jorge Mas Canosa, leader of the Cuban American National Foundation (CANF). Results
also indicated that 100,000 of the 600,000 Cubans living in Miami would return to Cuba after a
"democratic change" in the island's government. Ten percent of Cubans between the ages of
18 and 24 would return, compared to 30% of individuals 50 years of age and older. Next, 66% of
respondents said they supported strengthening the US trade embargo and continued suspension
of diplomatic relations to bring about change in Cuba. Twenty-three percent of respondents said
they preferred a process of dialogue and negotiation to promote change, compared with 28% in
1990. May 5: According to unidentified diplomatic sources cited by the Agence France-Presse,
the UN Security Council has described the following requests by the Cuban government as "not
pertinent": condemnation of Washington for promoting the 1976 bombing of the Cubana Airlines
plane and continuing to support terrorism against Cuba, and request for extradition of two Cuban
exiles accused of involvement in the bombing, who Havana claims are "under US protection."
Peter Hohenfellner, acting UN Security Council president for the month of May, said the Council
is waiting for legal documentation from Venezuela on the 1976 bombing and prosecution of Posada
Carriles and Bosch prior to making a final decision on Cuba's petitions. In a statement distributed to
foreign journalists in Havana, Elizardo Sanchez Santa Cruz, president of the Cuban Human Rights
and National Reconciliation Commission, and seven other prominent dissidents criticized the US
and Cuban governments and certain groups within the US Cuban exile community for "inability
to foresee the danger" of a violent outcome to the Cuban situation. The statement called for the
elimination of "all internal and external obstacles to the full exercise of [the Cuban people's] political
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sovereignty." Daily newspaper Granma accused the US of "further escalating hostilities" between
the two nations by setting the stage for potential incidents via its "Ocean Venture `92" military
maneuvers. The exercises were being conducted in the western Atlantic and the Caribbean, and
include the US naval base at Guantanamo Bay. According to the Granma report, officials have
recorded several violations of Cuban air space since the maneuvers began on May 1. The Cuban
government believes that the exercises including air operations, amphibious landings, maritime
interdiction and logistical support operations also include measures to make contact with large
numbers of dissidents attempting to leave the island. May 6: According to the Cuban government's
news services, the National Information Agency (AIN) and Prensa Latina, the Cuban army has
commenced military maneuvers in the island's western provinces. May 8: In San Juan, Puerto
Rico, during an interview with the Associated Press, former KGB general Oleg Kalugin said that
although Castro's government may collapse on its own within the next three years, the US should
increase pressure on Havana and Russia should help. Kalugin added, "Russia should join the
world community in supporting free Cuba." [Sources: Reuter, 04/21/92, 04/23-25/92; Inter Press
Service, 05/05/92; Agence France-Presse, 04/22/92, 04/24/92, 04/27/92, 04/30/92, 05/01/92, 05/05/92;
Spanish news service EFE, 04/27-29/92, 05/05/92; Notimex, 04/30/92, 05/04/92, 05/06/92; Prensa Latina
(Cuba), 04/22/92, 04/29/92, 05/01/92, 05/05/92, 05/07/92; Associated Press, 04/22/92, 04/24/92, 04/25/92,
05/08/92; United Press International, 05/09/92; Washington Post, 04/29/92, 05/09/92]
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